WEST VIRGINIA OFFIGE OF
DRUG CONTROL POLICY

West Virginia Department of Human Services

FENTANYL TEST STRIPS

HB 4373 to exclude Fentanyl test strips from the definition of drug paraphernalia

WHAT ARE THEY?
Fentanyl test strips (FTS) are small strips of paper that detect fentanyl in drug samples before ingestion, helping prevent
unplanned fentanyl usage and overdose.
They are:
= Simple
= Inexpensive

HOW DO THEY WORK?

An FTS is dipped into water containing a small amount of well-mixed drug residue. Results with one line indicate the
presence of fentanyl and two lines show no detection. FTS can be used to screen any street drug including stimulants,
benzodiazepines, and other opiates.

Fentanyl

No fentanyl - use caution

HOW DO THEY HELP?

Fentanyl in powdered form is commonly mixed with other substances and can be made into pills that resemble prescription
medication without the user’s knowledge. FTS create opportunities to better educate and engage drug users on the dangers
of their use, and offer supportive services and linkage to care.

FTS allow people who use drugs to make educated decisions about their safety.

If fentanyl is detected FTS can be lifesaving Studies show that
the user can: in many situations: individuals who use FTS:
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House Bill 4373, which became effective on June 10, 2022, specifically excludes someone else present?

fentanyl test strips from the definition of “"drug paraphernalia.” House Bill 4373
adds to the West Virginia's Uniform Controlled Substances Act that possession, cecece’

sale, or purchase of fentanyl test strips is not prohibited by West Virginia law.
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Since June 10, 2022, West Virginia Department of Human Services (DoHS), Bureau for Behavioral Health (BBH) grantees have
been able to purchase fentanyl test strips with funds from State Opioid Response Grants or other federally funded grants.
Grantees must purchase fentanyl test strips from reputable sellers.
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